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I Henry Isted the Elder of Eastgrinsted in the County of Sussex Yeoman 

being in perfect health and of sound disposing mind memory and understanding 

(praised be God) do make this my last Will and Testament in manner and form 

following  principally I resign my Soul to God who gave it and my Body to the Earth 

to be therein devoutly buried at the discretion of my Executor hereafter named and as 

touching all my Temporal Estate wherewith it hath pleased Almighty God to bless me 

I give and dispose thereof as follows (that is to say)  I give devise and bequeath all my 

Estate both Freehold and Copyhold of which I shall die possessed unto my dear and 

loving wife Mary for and during the Term of her natural life but with impeachment of 

waste and also what Bedds and Furniture Linen and plate she shall think proper to 

take during the Term of her natural life and from and after her decease I give devise 

and bequeath the same in manner and form following (that is to say)  I give and 

devise all that Messuage or Tenement Farm and Lands called Gothlands with their 

appurtenances situate lying and being at Nutley in the parish of Maresfield in the 

County of Sussex aforesaid and now in the occupation of Vincent Care or his Assigns 

and also all that Messuage or Tenement with the Appurtenances situate and being in 

the Borough of Eastgrinsted and now in the Occupation of John Hayward 

Collarmaker or his Assigns unto my Son James Isted his Heirs and Assigns for ever  

Also I give and devise all that my Messuage Farm and Lands with their 

Appurtenances situate and being in the parish of Hothly in the County of Sussex 

aforesaid and now in the occupation of John Potter his Undertenants or Assigns called 

or known by the name of Busseys or by what other name or names the same is called 

or known unto my Son Edward Isted for and during the Term of his natural life with 

impeachment of waste  But it is my Will that if my said Son Edward shall and do not 

abide with and maintain his Wife and Children untill his said Children shall be 

capable of providing for themselves that then I do hereby order and direct that the 

Tenant or Tenants of the said Farm called Busseys for the time being shall and do pay 

his and their Rent to the Wife of the said Edward Isted (if living) and after her decease 

to such person or persons who shall have the care of the child or children of the said 

Edward Isted during their Minority and her his and their Receipt or Receipts from 

time to time shall be a sufficient discharge for the same and from and after the 

decease of the said Edward Isted I give and devise the said Farm and Land called 

Busseys unto Henry the Son of the said Edward Isted his Heirs and Assigns for ever 

But not till after the other Children of the said Edward Isted shall arrive to the Age of 

Twenty one years it being my Intention that the Rents and profits thereof shall be 

applied to bringing up the family  Also I give and devise all that Copyhold Messuage 

or Tenement Farm and Lands called Brookhouse and Brooklands situate and being in 

the parish of Eastgrinsted aforesaid and now in my own occupation which said 

premises are holden of the Manor of Imberhorne having first surrendered the same to 

the use of this my Will unto my Son William Isted for and during the Term of his 

natural life and from and after his decease give and devise the same to and amongst 

all his Children which shall be living at the time of his decease as Tenants in common  



Also I give and devise all that Messuage or Tenement Blacksmiths Shop with the 

Garden and Appurtenances situate lying and being near the Street at Hothly aforesaid 

and now in the Occupation of my Son in Law Michael Burgess unto my Daughter 

Elizabeth the Wife of the said Michael Burgess and to her Heirs and Assigns for ever 

Whereas I have now standing in my Name in the Books of the four per Cent 

Consolidated Annuities at the Bank of England the Capital Sum of One thousand two 

hundred pounds Now I hereby give the interest and Dividends thereof to my said Wife 

during her life and after her decease I give and bequeath the said Capital Sum of One 

thousand two hundred pounds unto and equally between my Daughters (viz) Mary 

Ann Sarah Susannah and Hannah share and share alike  and in case any or either of 

them shall die before she or they shall become intitled to her or their respective 

proportion or proportions thereof then I give such proportion or proportions of her or 

them so dying to and equally among the Child or Children of her or them so dying 

and if no Child or Children to and among the survivor or survivors of my before 

named five daughters share and share alike  Also I give and bequeath unto my said 

son Edward Isted the sum of one hundred pounds of like lawful Money to be paid 

unto him by my Executor hereafter named out of my live and dead Stock in Six 

Months after the death of my said Wife  Also I give and bequeath unto my said son 

Edward Isted after the decease of my said wife one half part of all such Furniture 

Linen and plate which shall have been made choise of by my said Wife and also one 

half part of all other my Furniture Linen and plate which I shall die possessed of and 

also one half part of all my wearing Apparel to be had and taken by him in three 

Months after my decease and the decease of my said Wife respectively  Also I give 

and bequeath unto my said Son William Isted after the decease of my said Wife one 

other half part of all such Furniture Linen and plate which shall have been made 

choice of by my said Wife and also one other half part of all other my Furniture Linen 

and plate which I shall die possessed of and also one other half part of all my Wearing 

Apparel to be had and taken by him in three Months after my decease and the decease 

of my said Wife respectively  Also I give and bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth 

the sum of one hundred pounds of like lawful Money to be paid to her by my said 

Executor in Six Months after the death of my said Wife out of my live and dead Stock  

Also I give and bequeath unto my said Wife the Interest of three hundred pounds 

which I have now out upon Bond during the Term of her natural life to be paid to her 

by my Executor hereafter named as the same shall become due and from and after her 

decease I give and bequeath the said Bond with the principal Money due thereon unto 

and equally to be divided between my said Five Daughters namely Mary Ann Sarah 

Susannah and Hannah share and share alike which Bond I do hereby direct shall be 

delivered to them or one of them in three Months after my Wifes decease  and in case 

any or either of them shall die before she or they shall be intitled to her or their 

respective Legacy or Legacies then I give the Legacy or Legacies of her or them so 

dying to and equally among the Child or Children of her or them so dying and if no 

Child or Children to and among the Survivor or Survivors of my before named five 

Daughters share and share alike  Also I give and bequeath unto my son Henry Isted 

the sum of five Shillings to be paid him in one Month after my decease by my 

Executor hereafter named   all the rest residue and remainder of my Estate of what 

nature and kind so ever after payment of my Just Debts Legacies aforesaid Funeral 



Expences probate of this my Will and all other necessary Expences and outgoings 

occasioned by death I give and bequeath unto my said Son William Isted his 

Executors Administrators and assigns forever  and I do hereby nominate constitute 

ordain and appoint my said Son William Isted Sole Executor of this my Will and I do 

hereby request that Mr Thomas Wakeham and Mr Robert Turner both of Eastgrinsted 

aforesaid will be overseers and Trustees to this my Will and if any disputes shall arise 

touching this my Will that their Judgement and determination shall be final therein 

and I do hereby order my said Executor to reimburse them the said Thomas Wakeham 

and Robert Turner for their time trouble and expences occasioned in and about the 

same  And Lastly I do hereby revoke all former Wills by me heretofore made and 

declare this to be my last Will and Testament  In witness whereof I have to this my 

last Will and Testament contained in these four Sheets of paper to to each Sheet 

hereof set my hand and seal this Eighteenth day of June in the Eighteenth year of the 

Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third by the Grace of God of Great Britain 

France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith and so forth and in the year of our 

Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Seventy eight  Henry Isted  Signed Sealed 

published and declared by the said Henry Isted the Testator as and for his last Will 

and Testament in the presence of us who in his presence and at his request and in the 

presence of each other have subscribed our names as Witness hereto  Stephen Sawyer -
Thomas Jenner -Wm Jenner 
 

This Will was proved at London the Eighteenth day of February in the Year of 

our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Seventy nine before the Worshipful 

Thomas Bever Doctor of Laws and Surrogate of the Right Worshipful Peter Calvert 

Doctor of Laws Master Keeper or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 

lawfully Constituted by the Oath of William Isted the Son of the deceased and the 

Sole Executor named in the said Will to whom Administration was granted of all and 

singular the Goods Chattels and Credits of the said deceased he having been first 

Sworn duly to Administer 
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